
  

What do a Scorpion-like Fossil and 

a Meteor Crater have in Common? 

with  Iowa Academy of Science member, Paul H. Liu 

Date: Saturday, July 15, 2017 
Time: 2:00 p.m. 

Where: Saylorville Lake Visitor Center 

The Iowa Academy of Science 2017 Speaker Series 

Co-sponsored by The Iowa Academy of Science and the Army Corps of Engineers at Saylorville Lake. 

Learn about a fossil that is 5 to 6 feet in length and an Iowa meteorite struc-

ture at the Iowa Academy of Science Speaker Series on Saturday July 15th at 

the Saylorville Visitor Center near Des Moines. Paul Liu from the University 

of Iowa will talk about this and other exceptionally preserved fossils located 

near Decorah. The program is open free to the public and begins at 2:00 pm 

in the Visitor Center theater. Families are encouraged to attend. Children are 

welcome! 

 

As part of “The Strange Truth” television series, a scorpion-like fossil from 

northeast Iowa was featured on the National Geographic Channel on January 

31st, 2016. This fossil is highly renowned because it is the oldest (465 million 

years) and the largest (5-6 feet) Ordovician eurypterid in the fossil record. It  

is just one of many exceptionally preserved fossils near Decorah, Iowa.  

 

 

Learn more at www.scienceiniowa.org/saylorville 

Families Welcome Free Admission Interactive 

Dr. H. Paul Liu is a Geologist and a Research Specialist of the Iowa 

Geological Survey, IIHR Hydroscience & Engineering, University of Iowa. 

Paul has worked as a bedrock geologist and paleontologist in the Iowa 

Geological Survey since 1994. He is one of the discoverers and the NSF 

research project leader of the unusual Middle Ordovician Winneshiek fossil 

fauna and the meteorite impact structure found near Decorah, northeastern 

Iowa. The Winneshiek fossil fauna is characterized by its specific fossil 

component and exceptional preservations, and it has been considered as “the 

discovery of the decade in early Paleozoic paleontology”. Several journal 

articles on the unusual geologic discoveries have been published by him and 

his collaborators, and the results from the research have been widely used 

for public education including the television show on the National 

Geographic Channel.  


