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To ESTA Selection Committee: 

It is my pleasure to nominate Dawn Del Carlo for the Science Supervisory Excellence in 
Science Teaching Award.  Dr. Del Carlo has demonstrated a commitment to science education 
and professional development, mastery of teaching strategies and appropriate assessments, and 
the creation of a stimulating environment for learning science.   

Dr. Del Carlo spends countless hours working to help Iowa Science educators around the 
State of Iowa develop curriculum and content that is aligned to the Next Generation Science 
Standards (NGSS), as well as assess the understanding of her students in numerous ways.  She 
volunteers as well as instructs teachers from all over the Midwest on how to align and implement 
science curriculum to NGSS requirements and guidelines.  As well as working with science 
teachers on NGSS, Dawn also teaches science education classes for graduate students, as well as 
being a full Chemistry faculty member as well as a student advisor.   She always exposes her 
students to inquiry based learning, and encourages her students to truly learn science concepts by 
“doing science” instead of just learning about it.  She also does a fantastic job of modeling these 
expectations through lessons during professional development courses and curriculum.   

Dr. Del Carlo serves as the Science Education advisor at The University of Northern 
Iowa.  On a personal note, she helped mentor and guide me through my master’s degree program 
helping me answer questions, answering my emails and phone calls, when my assigned mentor 
did not take an invested interest in helping me problem solve, and answer questions.  I cannot 
complement her not thank her enough.  I truly do not think that I would have been as successful 
in completing my master’s degree to the level that I did without her willingness to go above and 
beyond what was expected of her as the program director.  She took on the unwritten role of 
being my advisor when she already had numerous students assigned to her.   

Dr. Dawn Del Carlo takes her profession in education very seriously, and is a true 
testament to what the ESTA awards stands for and represents.  As a past ESTA award recipient 
myself, it is a great honor and privilege to nominate Dawn Del Carlo for the 2017 ESTA Science 
Supervisory teaching award.  Please do not hesitate to contact me if I can be of any assistance in 
your selection of Dr. Dawn Del Carlo for this teaching award.  

 
In Science Education, 
 
Alicia D. Schiller Haynes  
Biology Educator  












	Supervisory_Del Carlo Dawn_Cover
	Supervisory_Del Carlo Dawn_Nomination
	Supervisory_Del Carlo Dawn_Essay
	Supervisory_Del Carlo Dawn_Reference

