
STARR Student Research Grants – Reference List and Annotation Format 
 
Citation Format:  IJAS does not require that you use a specific reference format, only that you use a format and remain 
consistent throughout your reference section. If you are already familiar with a writing format, use that one. If not, then 
you may use the format below, which is APA (American Psychological Association) or ask your teacher/librarian for a 
writing manual. 
 
Annotations: You are expected to provide annotations for your reference list. Annotations are short notes (generally 1-3 
sentences per reference) that explain why the reference was helpful to you. You do not need to put annotations on a 
poster or in a presentation. Annotations help the judges learn how well you understand your topic.  Annotations can 
sometimes help the judges think of additional resources to help you with a successful project. 
 
 
Examples in APA Format: 
 
Book 
Prior, J. C. (1991). Landforms of Iowa. Iowa City, IA: University of Iowa Press. 
This book provided illustrations and descriptions of subsurface materials found in each of 
Iowa's major landforms.  It helped my understand some of the reasons why soil from different areas may have different 
properties. 
 
Journal Article 
Pitt, J. A., Clark, W. R., Andrews, R. D., Schlarbaum, K. P., Hoffman, D. D., & Pitt, S. W. (2003). 
Restoration and monitoring of the river otter population in Iowa. Journal of the Iowa 
Academy of Science. 110(1,2), 7-12. 
This article helped me to understand why river otters became rare in Iowa. It also gave me ideas for how to monitor river 
otter populations directly and indirectly.  
 
Online Source 
Iowa Public Television. (2004). Explore more: Working Landscapes, The Loess Hills of Iowa. 
Retrieved August 16, 2004, from http://www3.iptv.org/exploremore/land/. 
This site provided background on the Loess Hills and how this landscape is changing.  I used this site to develop a land 
use types list for my study. 
 
Notice that a citation for an online reference includes both the URL (Internet address) for the site 
and the date that you viewed the site. 
 
 
Examples of good annotations from past Starr Student Research Grant Proposals: 
(These examples were collected from past Starr Student Research Grants.  They are in various formats. They are in-
cluded as examples of excellent informative annotations.) 
 
Science Company. Bacteria Growing Experiments in Petri Plates 
Retrieved 9.22.2010 from http://www.sciencecompany.com//sci-exper/petridishes.htm 
This website told us more about how to use Petri dishes and agar.  How long it would take our bacteria to grow and the 
environment we should leave the dishes in to see results. It taught us how to safely dispose of the plates when the pro-
ject is over. 
 
Nancy Bubel (1988) The New Seed—Starters Handbook, Rodale Press, Inc. 
This book stated the steps to planting new seeds and seedlings in order to have maximum germination and transplant 
success.  These steps included the depth at which the seeds are planted in the soil, sunlight and water amounts and 
temperature extremes.  I applied this knowledge when planting my own seeds and seedlings. 
 
 


